John Ericson’s Digital Presentations
Stimulating talks presented with style and humour.....

A Lecture or a Day of Special Interest

Reading pictures:
Are you visually literate?

From the time we were in the cradle we have
been learning to make sense of what we see.
As our brains develop so does our ability to
interpret the increasingly sophisticated world
around us. In the beginning, that world is made
up from colours, shapes and patterns all of
which have to be interpreted and processed
before we can cope with drawings, photographs
and the paintings of the great artists.

The ancient cave paintings
of Lascaux provide us with
an early example of people
communicating visual
messages to other people, who
in turn needed to interpret what
they were seeing - an early
example of the importance of
visual literacy.

Simply defined ‘Visual Literacy’ is the ability to
see, to understand and communicate visually.
Interest in these processes are not new. In
the eighteenth century Hogarth attempted
to demonstrate the ease with which we can
be visually mislead with his Satire on False
Perspective, an image full of anomalies and
contradictions.

Today it is self-evident that we live in an
increasingly visual environment. Images are all
around us, not just in art galleries and museums
but from the media and the world in general. But
how well and how accurately do we interpret our
visual world.
A fundamental part of becoming visually literate is
the skill of ‘reading pictures’ and like any other skill
it needs to be learned and practised.
What stories are told in this picture?

What event does this painting represent? Who is the little girl?

When we view an image we make two assumptions: first that what we
see is what others see and second that what we see is the way it is, or
put another way ‘the truth’. Both of these assumptions can clearly be
shown to be wrong!
During this lively talk, I will interact directly with the audience, and by using some
carefully chosen paintings, will demonstrate how easily we can be deceived by what
we think we see.
More positively I will explain how we can become more visually literate by learning to
‘read pictures’ and as a consequence enhance our appreciation of art.
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