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Inns and public houses are a rich part 
of Britain’s heritage. Their signs provide 
us with an abundantly illustrated guide 
to both our history and our cultural 
heritage. 
 
Currently there are about 50,000 pubs 
in the UK with an extraordinary 17,000 
different names but why are there 
so many pubs called the ‘Red Lion’, 
the ‘Crown’ or ‘White Hart’? 
 
In this colourful and entertaining 
lecture John shows some of the most 
interesting and distinctive signs and 
explores the fascinating stories behind 
the origins of some of their peculiar 
names.  Who could fail to be intrigued 
by the stories behind the ‘Bucket of 
Blood’, the ‘Blazing Donkey’, the ‘Cow 
and Snuffers’ or even the ‘Eager Poet’ 
- and who on earth was ‘Blind Jack’?	

A Lecture or a Day of Special Interest
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The artwork and stories 
behind peculiar pub names
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So let me enlighten - and introduce 
you and your members to some of the 

highlights of one of the biggest and 
most diverse art galleries in the country!  

Pub signs are functional art, they may 
not be ‘fine art’ but unquestionably they 

are art and invariably decorative! 
 

Very sadly, it must be obvious to even 
the most casual observer that we are 
losing our pubs at an alarming rate.  

According to a recent article in the 
Daily Telegraph we are losing 12 pubs 
a week - that’s over 600 a year and a 

significant part of our cultural heritage and landscape. 
 

A final thought - if NADFAS can have ‘Church Recorders’, why not 
‘Pub Recorders’, surely it would be a lot more fun!

‘There is nothing which has been yet contrived by man, by which so 
much happiness is produced as by a good tavern or inn’

Samuel Johnson 
	 	 	 	      




